Preface

Progress in biomedical science leads inexorably to greater refinements in
scientific methodologies In recent years it has become apparent that further
refinement is needed in the quality of laboratory mice and rats The scientific
community has increasingly recognized that infectious diseases in these
species significantly alter many research results Unfortunately, the literature
on this subject is voluminous, scattered, and often confusing, with the result
that its practical application has been disappointing Additional material on
control of infections in immunodeficient rodents can be found in
Immunodeficient Rodents. A Guide to Their Immunobiology, Husbandry,
and Use, 1989, report of the Institute of Laboratory Animal Resources (ILAR)
Committee on Immunologically Compromised Rodents (Washington, D.C.-
National Academy Press. 246 pp ).

This text is an expansion of the newly revised second edition of the
Companion Guide to Infectious Diseases of Mice and Rats. It is intended to
serve as a detailed reference of principles, methods, and facts to be applied
by biomedical scientists in improving the quality of animals required in
individual research settings. The expanded text is wntten for students oJ
infectious disease and for investigators and veterinarians who want more
detail than that contained in the companion guide There are three mair
parts. Part I, "Principles of Rodent Disease Prevention," summarizes the
basic concepts and practices of infectious disease exclusion and detection
and gives data on the prevalence of infectious agents in contemporary roden